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Do not 
negotiate 
with the 
West.
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West’s 
perspective 
of Iran.

Reduce 
religious 
influence in 
government.







Today:
• Iran’s nuclear program
• Hassan Rouhani and the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
• Axis of Resistance
• Trump Sanctions
• Military Confrontation
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1979—The Islamic Republic of Iran is the first 
“Islamic state.”
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U.S. Embassy employees held as hostages.

Desert One.



TOW anti-tank missile.

HAWK anti-aircraft missile.

Donald Rumsfeld and Saddam Hussein,
Baghdad, 1983.

Robert McFarland and Oliver North,
Tehran, 1986.



July 3, 1988 USS Vincennes 
shoots down Iran Air flight 655.  
290 killed.
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Men and women in the streets in Tehran shout anti-Shah slogans 
during the second day of demonstrations against the Iranian monarch, Dec. 19, 1978.



Following the Iranian revolution, Soleimani joined 
the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC).



Tehran

Isfahan

Mashhad

Tabriz

Shiraz

Qom

Yazd

Karaj

Ahwaz

Kermanshah

Urmia

.
Rabor

Tehran



Tehran

Jerusalem

Samarkand

Istanbul

Armenia

Kabul

KandaharIsfahan

Afghanistan

India

Syria

Turkey

Soviet Union

Saudi 
Arabia

Oman
UAE

Qatar

Egypt

Sudan

Pakistan

Yemen

Iraq
Damascus

Baghdad

Khomeini sends 1,500 Republican Guards to Lebanon 
to organize and train a Shi’a militia.



1989, Taliban takes over Afghanistan
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1989, Suleimani sent to Afghanistan frontier.



Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei was said to regard
Qassem Suleimani as a son. 
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November 2001, Iran allows U.S. to use its airfields, port of Chabahar, to 
invade Afghanistan.

9/11 Attack on the World Trade Center



3/21/03.  Neocons William Kristol, Richard Perle and Michael 
Ledeen say that Syria and Iran are next. 

1/29/2002.  George W. Bush declares that North Korea, Iraq and 
Iran constitute an “Axis of Evil.”
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1980 – 2003 Saddam Hussein’s Iraqi Army keeps Iran in check
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2003 – 2011 US forces in Iraq keep Iran in check



Soleimani in Baghdad with Popular Mobilization Unit chiefs 
Abu Mahdi al Muhandis (Kata’ib Hezbollah) and Shebl al Zaydi (Imam Ali Brigade) 



The world’s top two experts on insurgency/counter-insurgency military operations.

Major General Qassem Soleimani, Iran. General David Petraeus, United States.
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2006-2010, Suleimani negotiates deals to make Nouri al-Maliki PM of Iraq.
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Dec. 2011 US withdrawal leaves Nouri al Maliki to deal with Iran
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Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 



Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
President, 2005-2014



Mahmoud Ahmadinejad foreign relations, 2005

US



US

Hassan Nasrallah’s Hezbollah is Iran’s figurative “nuc” on Israel’s northern doorstep.



US

Bashir al-Assad is an ally and provides transportation routes through Syria to Hezbollah.



US

Nouri al-Maliki is a friendly neighbor and transportation routes through Iraq.



Qassem Suleimani controls the Iraqi and Syrian Popular Mobilization Units (PMUs).

US



Islamic Jihad and Hamas are allies on Israel’s southern doorstep

US



2007, Ahmadinejad orders Russian S-300 Air Defense System.



Mahmoud Ahmadinejad foreign relations, 2013
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Summer 2011, Arab Spring demonstrations against Assad in Syria turn into open revolt.  
Suleimani brings in Iraqi militiamen led by Quds Force commanders to help.
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Early 2013, Assad is still losing ground.  Suleimani has Hezbollah attack and take rebel 
stronghold at Qusayr.  Syrian army then takes the initiative in the Syrian Civil War.

ISIS

Hezbollah



Newsweek, May 12, 2014.



4/4/15.  Shi’a militias (Popular Mobilization Units) liberate Tikrit.

Iranian Quds Force
Gen. Qassem Soleimani ISIS fighter captured

by Iraqi militiaman.



General Qassem Soleimani, pictured in northern Iraq in May 2017.



Nuclear developments



Iranian nuclear scientist Mostafa Ahmadi-Roshan 
killed by car bomb outside North Tehran University.



Siemens PLC CPU.



Uranium enrichment:
• Natural uranium: 1% isotope U-235
• For medical use: 3.67%
• For research reactors: 20%
• For Weapons: 90-98%



Depiction of an Iranian uranium enrichment facility utilizing 
industrial centrifuges.



June, 2012.  Talks begin in Oman, 
between representatives of 
President Barak Obama and 
President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad.



HASSAN ROUHANI
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Hassan Rouhani as a teenager



Hassan Rouhani
Commander of Iran’s

Joint Military Operations Center

Robert C. McFarlane
President Reagan’s 

National Security Advisor

Marine Lt. Col.
Oliver North



May 7, 2013 Hassan Rouhani registers to run for President of Iran.



Rouhani’s supporters celebrate his first presidential victory in Tehran.



Rouhani designated Mohammad Javad Zarif, an 
experienced Iranian diplomat, as Foreign Minister.





Construction at a standstill (2015).



Iran’s inflation rate, year-to-year comparison:



The Nuclear Deal



Fordow:
Uranium
Enrichment



Nov 2013.  P5+1 Conference in Geneva negotiates interim nuclear deal for Iran.



Jan 20, 2014.  IAEA inspectors (center) watch Iranian technicians disconnect 
20% uranium production cascades at the Natanz nuclear facility.



P5+1 Conference in Vienna negotiates the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).



July 14, 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) (Iran Nuclear Deal) signed in Vienna.



Joint Comprehensive Plan Of Action (JCPOA):
• Close Iran’s weapons-capable nuclear reactors.
• Limits Iran’s Nuclear program to power-generation 

and medical research levels—for ten years.  To be 
monitored for 25 years.

• Ends the sanctions.
• Gives the West ten nuclear-free years to negotiate 

an end to Iran’s external adventures.



Iran’s Natanz nuclear facility.



Iran’s Fordow nuclear facility.



Iran’s Arak heavy water nuclear plant.



Ayatollah Khamenei speaks to students at Tehran University after the JCPOA is signed.



Annual commemoration of taking American hostages
at the U.S. Embassy—Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2015.



May 2017, Hassan Rouhani re-elected overwhelmingly as President of Iran after negotiating the JCPOA.



The Trump Sanctions



Donald Trump
Elected President of the United States Nov. 8, 2017



1/10/20.  U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin at a White House press conference.



Military Confrontation



A CIA agent described Qassem Suleimani as “the most 
powerful operative in the Middle East today.”. 



6/13/19, Kokuka Courageous ablaze in the Gulf of Oman.



9/15/19, drone and missile attack on Saudi Aramco facility.



Soleimani in Baghdad with Popular Mobilization Unit chiefs 
Abu Mahdi al Muhandis (Kata’ib Hezbollah) and Shebl al Zaydi (Imam Ali Brigade) 



12/27/19, 30 rockets fired at U.S. K1 military base near Kirkuk, Iraq..



December 31, 2019 the US embassy in Baghdad is attacked 
by Kata’ib Hezbollah protesters who burn tires in front of the embassy.









Flight 752



Remains of Ukraine Air flight 752 shot down by the IRGC on Jan 8, 2020.  179 killed.



Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini



The Hard-liners



1/11/20, protestors on Hafez Street, Tehran

November 2019 protests,
Isfahan.



February 2020 Parliamentary Elections.  Iranian “Hard-liners” took over Parliament.



Ebrahim Raisi
Former Chief Justice of Iran’s Supreme Court

August 3, 2021, elected “Hard-Liner” President of Iran.
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